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1 . DEPARTMENT IS PRESENTLY EXAMINING EC CODE IN LIGHT OF 
PREVIOUSLY STATED U.S. POSITIONS AND INITIATIVES (REF A). 

SEVERAL POINTS REMAIN UNCLEAR THAT WE HOPE ACTION ADDRESSEES 
CAN HELP CLARIFY. EMBASSY BRUSSELS SHOULD DO SO WITH 
BELGIANS IN THEIR EC PRESIDENCY CAPACITY. 

2. MOST IMMEDIATE QUESTION, HOWEVER, CONCERNS PROCEDURAL 
ISSUE OF EC'S INTENTIONS ON FOLLOWING THROUGH WITH CODE IN 
OECD. EC PRESS RELEASE AND NEWS REPORTS SAY CODE QTE WILL 
BE SUBMITTED TO ... OECD IN AN ATTEMPT TO GAIN BROADER 
SUPPORT FOR SIMILAR STIPULATIONS FROM OTHER WESTERN NATIONS 
UNQTE. REFTEL B (PARAS 1 AND 2) REFERS TO CURRENT BELGIAN 
THINKING THAT GOB MAY LEAVE SPECIFIC HANDLING OF CODE WITHIN 
OECD TO DISCRETION OF BELGIAN OECD PERMREP AND THAT THERE 
MAY NOT BE ATTEMPT TO ADOPT CODE IN OECD. WE ARE INTERESTED 
IN HAVING MORE PRECISE IDEA OF EC INTENTIONS, INCLUDING 
WHETHER EC WILL ASK FOR FORMAL OECD ENDORSEMENT OF CODE, OR 
AS QUOTED ABOVE IN PRESS RELEASE, ACCEPT ' SIMILAR STIPULA- 
TIONS". IF THEY INTEND TO PRESS FOR FORMAL OECD AGREEMENT 

ON THE CODE, AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION IS WHETHER THEY WILL 
WANT ENDORSEMENT OF CODE AS IT STANDS OR WILL BE PREPARED 
TO CONSIDER CHANGES PROPOSED BY OTHER OECD MEMBER STATES. 

IT WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL TO KNOW VIEWS OF TOP LEVELS OF 
OECD SECRETARIAT ON THIS. 
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3. DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO LIKE CLARIFICATION CONCERNING 
COMPLIANCE PROVISIONS OF CODE AND WHETHER IT WILL TRULY BE 
VOLUNTARY. REPORTS THUS FAR CALL CODE VOLUNTARY, BUT LAST 
PROVISION (REFTEL C, PARA 7) - REPORTS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT - SEEMS TO IMPLY SOMETHING MORE. 

THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO IN PART C OF THAT SECTION, CALLING 
FOR GOVERNMENT REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION OF CODE. 

4. ON MORE TECHNICAL LEVEL, WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW 
COMMUNITY DEFINES "SUBSIDIARIES, BRANCHES OR REPRESEN- 
TATION"; AND MORE SPECIFIC DEFINITION OF "INTERNATIONALLY 
ACCEPTED PRINCIPLES" REFERRING TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
(REFTEL C, PARA ID). 

CHRISTOPHER 
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